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DIMENSIONS OF MINISTRY EXCELLENCE 
 
 

DISCIPLES of Jesus Christ 
Growing in personal faith 

Grounded in a faithful and critical appropriation of the Bible and the Lutheran tradition 
Committed to serving 

  
  

LOVERS of God and of the people of God 
Practicing personal and corporate spiritual discipline 

Participating in activities that promote justice, relieve misery, and reconcile the estranged 
Developing a healthy pastoral identity 

 
 

READERS of cultural, political, and social issues 
Understanding global urbanization, secularism, fundamentalism, and religious pluralism 

Dedicated to ethnic and cultural diversity 
Learning to analyze the causes of oppression and injustice 

 
 

TELLERS of the Christian story 
Knowing the story of Jesus Christ and its significance, through study, reflection, and experience 

Proclaiming this gospel message with its healing and freeing power 
Preserving and transmitting the gospel faithfully to future generations 

 
 

BUILDERS of community 
Leading Christian worship in Word and Sacrament 

Empowering and equipping the people of God for their ministries in daily life 
Understanding the basics of organizational dynamics and developing interpersonal and 

conflict management skills as they relate to congregations 
 
 

LEADERS of congregational community 
Having discerned a genuine call to a particular form of ministry 

Dedicated to being a servant among the servants of God, a “servant leader” 
Inspiring a shared vision of daily life as the primary setting for the exercise of people’s Christian 

calling 
 
 

MISSIONERS reaching out to the wider community and world 
Dedicated to evangelism 

Acting as a public theologian to help congregations see and respond to the needs of the world 
Fostering unity and working collaboratively with other church and community leaders 

 
 

LEARNERS for a lifetime 
Deepening participation in the practices of faith 

Challenging the mind through study and through dialogue with communities of other faiths  
Expanding the heart through love of God and service to one's neighbor 

Energizing missional vocation for the sake of the gospel 
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PACIFIC LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
2770 Marin Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94708-1597 · Tel: 1.800.235.PLTS  Fax: 510.524.2408 ·  www.plts.edu 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

31 July 2009 
 
Dear PLTS Affiliated Students: 
 

I want to welcome you as a student who is affiliated with PLTS and to provide an introduction to this manual.  
It is designed as a resource to assist you in your academic program planning and to help you answer questions 
about whether there are non-PLTS courses that count toward course and degree requirements here. 
 

The PLTS requirements apply to persons who have been admitted to PLTS as an affiliated Master of Divinity 
student while enrolled at a non-ELCA seminary.  Some affiliated students transfer to PLTS for their “Lutheran 
Year” in the course of their MDiv degree program, earning the degree at PLTS with a combination of non-PLTS 
credits.  Other affiliates transfer the Lutheran Year credits to their degree program at the non-ELCA seminary.  
Yet other affiliated students choose to complete an MDiv at a non-ELCA seminary, then come to PLTS for their 
Lutheran Year (earning a certificate of advanced theological studies) which is then followed by their internship. 
 

This resource manual has general information about the requirements of the degree as a whole (see degree 
checklist), pre-internship course and candidacy requirements, and Lutheran Year course and formation 
requirements.  Also included is general information about transferring credits.  You will also find Coursework 
Equivalence checklists for Fuller Seminary, Seattle University’s School of Theology and Ministry, and the Northwest 
House of Theological Studies. 
 

Other pertinent information that you need to attend to in your planning includes distance learning (such as 
Fishers’ Net [www.fishersnet.net]) and the use of GTU Summer Session courses to count toward MDiv 
requirements.  You may earn up to 18 semester credits toward the MDiv through distance learning.  You may earn 
up to 9 semester credits in GTU summer school courses, although these courses will only count as elective credit 
and are subject to my approval. 
 

There is also the requirement of one year of coursework residency, apart from internship, both for the MDiv if 
you transfer prior credits to PLTS, and for ELCA candidacy.  This year is defined at PLTS as 30 semester credits.  
Internship is normally 12 months and is arranged with PLTS’s Office of Contextual Education.  Teaching Parish is 
also arranged with this office. 
 

While you are affiliated you will work with me to determine how courses you take elsewhere will fulfill PLTS 
requirements and thereby what you will take during your year of residency here.  When you enroll at PLTS, you 
will be assigned a faculty advisor who will work with you on issues of academic, professional, personal, and 
spiritual development, as well as participating in your candidacy process. 
 

All of us – faculty, staff, and administration – wish you the best in your studies.  May God bless you and be 
with you! 
  
Sincerely, 

  
Cheryl M. Heuer 
Dean of Students and Registrar 
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Contact Information 
 

 
Cheryl Heuer 

Dean of Students and Registrar 
510-559-2754 

cheuer@plts.edu 
 
 
Admissions      
 
Steven Churchill 
Director of Admissions 
510-559-2736 
schurchill@plts.edu 
 
 
Business Office     
 
Aaron Greig 
Bookkeeper 
510-559-2719 
agreig@plts.edu 
 
 
Candidacy      
 
Christopher Evans 
Assistant to the Deans 
510-559-2737 
cevans@plts.edu 
 
 
Churchwide      
 
ELCA Synods and Regions 
http://archive.elca.org/synods/regions.and.synods.html 
 
 
Contextual Education     
 
Alicia Vargas 
Assistant Professor and Director  
of Contextual and Multicultural Studies 
510-559-2736 
avargas@plts.edu 
 
 
Financial Aid      
 
Kathleen Antokhin 
Associate Director of Financial Aid 
Graduate Theological Union 
510-649-2463 
kantokhin@gtu.edu 

Housing      
 
Joseph Guedagne 
Facilities Coordinator 
510-559-2745 
jgaudagne@plts.edu 
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About Affiliation 
 
Although candidates for ordained ministry are strongly encouraged to earn the M.Div. degree at an ELCA 
seminary, candidates may elect to attend any seminary accredited by the Association of Theological Schools 
in the United States and Canada. Those considering a non-ELCA seminary must follow the standard 
application and Entrance Process for candidacy.     

 
All candidates must be recommended for ordination by the faculty of an ELCA seminary.  To be considered 
for recommendation by a faculty, candidates enrolled at a non-ELCA seminary for the M.Div. degree enter a 
relationship with an ELCA seminary known as affiliation. Affiliation is part of the Candidacy Process 
intended to assist candidates in completing requirements for ordained ministry.  Candidates will not be 
endorsed without prior completion of the affiliation process.   
 
Each candidate chooses the seminary with which to affiliate in consultation with his or her Candidacy 
Committee. Candidates are then responsible for contacting the selected ELCA seminary.* Candidates are 
responsible for insuring that they develop a plan with the affiliate seminary, in consultation with the 
Candidacy Committee, for completing all non-M.Div. requirements for ordination. The faculty at the affiliate 
seminary will advise the candidate throughout the process; arrange, if needed, for completion of the 
supervised clinical ministry requirement; supervise the internship year; provide the year of resident 
theological study (Lutheran Year); and submit a recommendation regarding approval for ordination to the 
candidate's Candidacy Committee. 
 
There is a one-time affiliation fee that is due at the time of affiliation. The fee is applicable to every student 
enrolled in a course of study toward ordained ministry at a non-ELCA seminary who seeks to serve as an 
ordained minister of this church and has entered the Candidacy Process of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America. Affiliation with an ELCA seminary is not the same as admission to a degree program or any 
other program of study for academic credit at the seminary nor should it be viewed as a promise of 
admission. 
 
Supervised Clinical Ministry 
 
Not all rosters require CPE, but all may benefit from a clinical ministry program. Those preparing for 
ordained ministry are required to take CPE prior to approval. Please note: Some Candidacy Committees 
strongly urge candidates for ordination to complete CPE prior to endorsement. Some seminaries require 
CPE prior to internship. Please check with both of these partners to determine if this is the case and to be 
clear about expectations of candidates.   
 
400 hours of supervised clinical ministry is also a requirement for all candidates for ordained ministry. This 
requirement is typically fulfilled by completion of one unit of clinical pastoral education (CPE) accredited by 
the Association for Clinical Pastoral Education (ACPE), the National Association of Catholic Chaplains, or the 
Canadian Association for Pastoral Practice and Education. Fulfillment of the supervised clinical ministry 
requirement can be arranged through either the candidate’s non-ELCA seminary or the ELCA seminary of 
affiliation. When the candidate completes this requirement through a non-ELCA seminary, he or she must 
ensure through the seminary of affiliation that the program meets the ELCA ordination standard. Candidates 
should present an affiliation plan that includes the method and timing for completing this requirement. 
 
 
 
 
 
    
* Contact the dean at the ELCA seminary of affiliation as soon as possible after entrance to begin the affiliation 
process. 
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Lutheran Year Residency 
 
Candidates should consult with both the seminary of affiliation and their seminary/divinity school for advice 
on the timing of the Lutheran Year. Everyone (including the assistant to the bishop and the Candidacy 
Committee) needs to know the plans for completing the Lutheran Year and other requirements of the 
ELCA. 
 
The year of residency may come at any point during a candidate's M.Div. program, or it may follow the 
completion of the M.Div. program at a non-ELCA seminary. The year of residency has the following purpose 
and objectives: 
 
1. To provide the candidate with a solid grounding in Lutheran systematic theology and the Lutheran 
Confessions and to enable the candidate to articulate a Lutheran theological perspective. This happens not 
only in the study of theology, but in the study of church history, Bible, worship, preaching, education, 
pastoral care, and ethics; it occurs not only in the classroom but through the total teaching/learning 
environment and culture of the seminary. 
 
2. To provide the candidate with a sound understanding of ministry in a Lutheran context, including the 
integrity and variety of Lutheran worship; an appreciation of the relationship between lay and ordained 
ministries; a familiarity with policy and practice associated with approval, call, and mobility; and the 
expectations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America of its ordained ministers. 
 
3. To enable the candidate to become a participant in the current theological conversation of the ELCA and 
to establish relationships with future colleagues in ministry that are marked by mutual support, 
accountability, and a strong sense of shared mission. 
 
Candidates at non-ELCA seminaries should plan their M.Div. programs in regular consultation with their 
ELCA faculty advisors in order to make the best possible use of the resources of the non-ELCA seminary and 
to include in their affiliation plan a program design for the year of residency at an ELCA seminary that will 
accomplish the goals for which the year is intended. It may be possible for a candidate with an M. Div. 
degree from a non-ELCA seminary to work toward or earn an advanced degree while fulfilling the objectives 
of the year of residency. A candidate who seeks to earn an advanced degree in the course of fulfilling the 
residency requirement must also complete any admission requirements for the advanced degree that the 
ELCA seminary might require.  
 
ELCA seminaries, through the academic dean, will advise affiliated candidates about designing a course of 
study for the year of residency. The course of study should ensure that the objectives of the requirement 
can be met and that the needs and experience of the candidate are considered. Competencies that should 
guide the design in order to ensure the best possible preparation for those preparing to serve as ordained 
ministers include: Old Testament (senior level exegesis), Gospels and/or Paul (senior level exegesis), 
Reformation history, theology of Luther, Lutheran Confessions, Lutheranism in North America, global 
Lutheranism, systematic theology (particularly Christology/salvation), Lutheran ethics (including ELCA social 
statements), contemporary Lutheran theologians, Lutheran ecclesiology and polity, Lutheran worship, 
Lutheran preaching, Lutheran education/confirmation practices, evangelism, stewardship, missiology/ 
congregational mission, and theology of ministry. Individual seminaries will address these competencies in 
the fullest possible way, employing this list as criteria for the selection of courses for a particular student. 
 
Because the Lutheran Year provides formation as well as education, normally the year of residency should 
not be waived or reduced in length. In exceptional cases, the requirement for one year of residency at an 
ELCA seminary may be waived, in full or in part. The three objectives of the year of residency provide the 
criteria by which the requirement may be waived. The decision to waive or reduce the residency 
requirement is made by the Candidacy Committee at the request of the candidate in consultation with 
the ELCA seminary and, if possible, with Lutheran advisors at the non-ELCA seminary.  Any waiver request 
must be approved by the Vocation and Education Unit after being submitted by the Candidacy Committee. 
 


